Over the past thirty years New Mexico Architecture under the
editorship of John Conron has played a unique role in the cultural
history of the state. It has not only established a close communication among architects, and informed them of work being done, it
has widened our appreciation of the architectural uniqueness of
New Mexico. Ours is not a rich state, it has had comparatively few
large scale commissions. But at a time when most architectural
publications ignore most everyday problems of cost and design,
and pay little attention to the needs of small communities, New
Mexico Architecture can be proud of what it has contributed to
the formulation and preservation of a distinctive and vital
regional style.
- J. B. Jackson

To my surprise, during the Fall of 1984, Van Dorn Hooker
asked me to take over the sale of advertising for New Mexico Architecture, which had been handled for many years by Mildred
Brittelle. Of course, I was delighted to accept the challenge.
When I began in November 1984, advertising was at an all-time
low; the first issue of 1985 had only eleven ads. [The typical issue
now carries forty- five ads. Ed.]
I gradually took over other duties to help ease the load that John
Conron had carried since 1960. Certainly, the success of New
Mexico Architecture does not belong to one person alone, but
there is no doubt that it would not have managed to publish for
thirty years without John's dedication.
Although we are a bi-monthly magazine, it truly does seem that
everyday is a deadline. Editorial content certainly is our main
concern , but there would be no editorial without the support of
advertisers. Once we have selected our editorial material for an
issue, I contact businesses that might have a particular interest in
advertising in that issue. For example, I contact all businessesconnected with winning projects slated to appear in awards issues-everyone from the contractor to the subcontractors, suppliers and
the architect and engineers.
The most satisfying aspect of my work as associate editor and
advertising director is my contact with the editor, authors,
photographers, advertisers and, certainly, my work with the
printers, Hall-Poorbaugh Press of Roswell, its owner, Tom Hall,
and print shop manager Jerry Rawdon.
Certainly stress and frustration come with the job, particularly

when it is time to go to press and there is not enough advertising to
cover costs. We work night and day for those last few days. During January, 1987, Barbara MacPherson began selling advertising
and we also hope to find people to sell ads in Santa Fe and the Las
Cruces/EI Paso area.
Over the past thirty years, the historical articles have added
much to our knowledge of our state and the Southwest. I have
particularly enjoyed working with authors on topics such as churches in northern New Mexico, Villa Philmonte, The Lodge at
Cloudcroft, Moenkopi red sandstone quarried at Flagstaff,
Arizona and the Randall Davey House in Santa Fe, with writers
such as Edna Heatherington, Chris Wilson, Barbara Daniels and
with numerous architects.
Van Dorn Hooker served as chairman of the magazine committee for 1984 through 1987 when he turned his duties over to Chris
Larsen. Van Dorn continues to be a driving force and tireless
worker on behalf of the magazine now as he has been since its inception.
There's a ton of paperwork always, and never a bottom to the
stack of things to be done: correspondence with advertisers, the
printer and various authors and photographers; coordinating the
editorial and advertising for each issue; billing the advertisers ,
bookkeeping, coordinating the mailing list additions, deletions
and changes. (Keeping the mailing list in order is one of the major
behind the scene jobs. NMA appreciates Charlie Nolan and his efforts in this regard.) In fact , I have so much mail guing back and
forth , that I am on a first name basis with everyone at the
Alameda post office.
Each time a new issue arrives in my mailbox, I have such a deep
sense of accomplishment and gratification, that I feel like it is the
first issue of New Mexico Architecture.
- Carleen Lazzell
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